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A BRIEF REPORT OF OBSERVATION
IN
SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES

By Antonio Isidro
Frojessor of Education
University of the Philippines

(Under the auspices of the Board of Scholarship and Exchange of
Professors for Southeast Asia and with full cooperation of the University
of the Philippines, a tour of observation was made of the educational
systems and cultural institutions of Indonesia, Malaya, Thailand, Burma
and Hongkong. The observation covered the period from May 13
to June 23, 1953.)

One of the most disturbing developments in Southeast Asian coun-
tries visited is the rampant infiltration of communistic elements in the sec-
ondary schools and colleges and the presence of favorable social and political
climate for the growth of communism. In Indonesia and Burma, the
government of Red China is the one recognized. Such recognition, it
appears, is giving great encouragement to the growth of communism in
those countries. In the book-stores of the countries visited works and
publications dealing with the principles, activides and achievements of
communism are sold openiy to the public. Here are some of the titles
for sale: Selecied Works 6f Mao Tse-Tung (in 3 volumes); Promise of
New China; The A.B.C. of Cormmunism; and The Communist Manifesto.
There are stores which are sole distributors of communist publications and
propaganda. Two years ago. the Peiping government created 2,300 scho-
larships for the Indonesian vouth to study in the universities in Red
China. With these scholarships many vouths have gone to study in the
China mainland. Dr. Lin Yu Tang, former prospective president of a
proposed university in Singapore, found out that there were many com-
munist students in that city. It was understood from a high educational
.authority in Singapore that there were about 5 or 9 Chinese high schools
in the city in which the communist students had infiltrated. At the time
of our observation in Bangkok the police forces were making systematic
efforts to screen out the schools which were suspected of communistic
leanings. In the University of Rangoon it was leamed that a large portion
of the student body are communists or are sympathizers of the communist
elements. Many students leave Hongkong to study in Red China because
of their inability to get admission in the Univerity of Hongkong. Only
last month (June, 1955) about a thousand students from Indonesia and
Malaya left their countries to study in the universities in China.

In the light of these development in the countries mentioned above,
it is believed imperative that the Free World must make aggressive stcps
to deflect the flow of students who will be future leaders in these coun-
tries from the universities in Red China to the universities in the demo-
cratic countries. Unless we act early and decisvely enough, the future
leaders in those countries will be those who will have been indoctrinated
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universities. If the Indonesian government will be willing to accept the
offer, at least 100 Filipino teachers should be sent every vear for a period
of five to ten years. Such a proposal, if realized, will mean a rapid
development of the English language in one of the most populous countries
in Southeast Asa.

In the desire to get some ideas that maybe of help in the organization
of the Insttute of Asian Studies in the University of the Philippines
some observation was made of the Cornell Research Center in Bangkok,
which is an extension of the Far Eastern Studies in the Cornell University,
and of Rangoon-Hopkins Research Center in Rangoon University, which
is an extension of the School of Advanced International Studies of John
Hopkins University. The former is concerned primarily with the training
of students whe are majoring in Asian Studies in Cornell University.
The students do their research work in the different countries in South-
east Asia, writing their thesis for Ph.D. degree under the supervision of
the Cornell Research Center in Bangkok. The Rangoon-Hopkins Re-
search Center is interested in the development of Inter-university relation
as a2 means of promoting closer cultural cooperation among the educational
institutions and peoples in Southeast Asia.

In the organization of the Institute of Asian Studies in the Univer-
sity of the Philippines two things would seem necessary:

(a) development of university personnel who will be specialists in
certain phases of Asian life, who by their scholarship, can attract students
from the Southeast Asian countries and from the United States.

(b) development of courses which are oriented to Asian civilization
and which can constitute a core of studies for those who would like to
specialize in Asian affairs.

The development of specialists in Southeast Asian culture among our
faculty members may require the revision of the standing regulations of
the university regarding teaching load so as to enable faculty members
to do more studies and research on Southeast Asia. This may mean a
reclassification -of our faculty members into research faculty and teaching
faculty members. The organization of courses in Southeast Asia may
necessitate the ‘revision of the existing curricula in the university especially,
in social studies and humanities, which have been greatly influenced by
American universities. If we are to attract Asian students and American
students to study Asian affairs the University must offer something that
is distinctive rather than an extension of American educational patterns.

As part of their nationalistic tendencies, the school systems in South-
east Asia are using the vernaculars as media -of instruction in the lower
grades and are systematically developing their national languages. In-
donesia and Thailand are using their national language as media of
instruction in the secondary schools and in the universities. Systematic
efforts are being exerted to translate many of the works written in the
foreign languages into the native tongues. .

~ In comparison with the practices in other countries, our use of
‘English as the medium of instruction in the schools keeps our students in
contact with the cocial and cultural advancement in the world and
provides them with a means of communication for international relations.
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The specific recommendations are as follows: o
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